Islam in the Modern World

(SOCI 158)
University of California, San Diego; Spring 2025
Location: Podemos Building, Room 0132
Thursdays 5:00 — 7:50 pm

Instructor: Khasha Ostovany, PhD

Email: kostovany@ucsd.edu

Office Location: Social Sciences Building (SSB) #496

Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 1:00 — 4:00 pm, by appointment; or by appointment via
Zoom.

(This syllabus is subject to occasional revisions. This preliminary version is published on

04/07/2025)

Course Description:

Although the arrival of the Napoleonic forces into Egypt in the summer of 1798 was not the first
incursion by Christian armies into a region that later came to be known as the “Middle East” (the
first Crusade took place nearly 750 years before), this occupation proved to be a turning point in
the relations between the two worlds in modern times. The French were forced to leave the Arab
land after only three years, but this did not terminate Western imperialist ambitions in the region
and beyond. Within the next hundred years, nearly all Muslim countries from the Middle East to
Indonesia and Africa came to varying degrees under the control of European powers. The
mounting military, political, cultural, and economic challenges from the West in turn provoked
multiple intellectual and political responses in the region and brought about a new era defined by
top-down modernization, constitutional revolutions, and authoritarian state-making.

This course will attempt to provide students with a general overview of some of the basic -yet
critical- themes and issues that the Islamic world has experienced since the incursion of the
European colonialism into its lands. We will begin with a brief overview of the history of the
formation of Islam in the Arabian Peninsula in the 7" century through its rapid territorial
expansion and the attainment of its Golden Age while Europe was ensnared in the Middle Ages.
The bulk of the course will then focus on the different paths that various Islamic societies took in
their attempt to enter the modern world as defined by the European model since the Age of
Enlightenment there in the 17" century

We will explore some of the main topics of the large-scale transformations that the members of the
Islamic nations have experienced in the past two-hundred years; topics such as European
colonialism & imperialism, the rise and fall of the liberal-nationalist states, the emergence of
authoritarianism, revolutions and reactionism, and the rise of Islamic fundamentalism and
theocratic regimes. By the end of the course, you should expect to have gained some historical and
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theoretical knowledge to help you better understand the contemporary Islamic world.

Course Format:

The structure of the course will consist of weekly reading assignments that you are expected to
keep up with, some lecturing by me on the readings and related topics, your questions, concerns,
and comments to encourage class discussions and regularly, some audio-visual material related to
the topic of the week.

Although this course will be held in-person for the most part, a few of the sessions will take place
remotely and via Zoom. Those will be announced to class at least one week ahead of time.

Course Requirements:

Required Books:

The following textbooks should be purchased:

e Mandaville, Peter, 2020. Islam and Politics (3¢ ed.) London & New York: Routledge.
(ISBN-13: 978-1138486980)

e Halliday, Fred, 2005. 100 Myths about the Middle East (0 ed.) University of California
Press. (ISBN-13: 978-0520247208)

The next set of textbooks will be provided to you in pdf format:

e Esposito, John L., 2011. What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam (2" ed.) Oxford:
Oxford University Press. (ISBN-13: 978-0199794133)

e Lapidus, Ira M., 2001. A History of Islamic Societies (2" ed.) Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press ---(A pdf version of this book will be posted on Canvas -no need to
purchase this one)

The Mandaville book will be the main textbook for the course. The Esposito and the Halliday
books address numerous specific questions and/or misconceptions regarding Islam and the
Muslim world among not just Westerners but many Muslims themselves.

The Lapidus book is an invaluable classic reference on the history of Islam and Islamic societies.
Though we will use only a few selected chapters of the book during this course, you should save
the pdf version as a future reference for your own education and studies -at least until the
problems in the Middle East are resolved one day and humanity can pride itself by that success.



There may occasionally be additional readings related to the topic discussed in class. Those will be
posted on Canvas at least one week ahead of the session when the readings are due for class
discussions. I will inform everyone via email when this happens.

Weekly Memos: Starting with the readings for Week 2 and ending and including with the
readings for Week 10, you are required to turn in a 3-page summary of what we had covered the
previous week (i.e. on Week 2) including the reading assignments, videos we watched, and major
topics we discussed in class. Each memo is due 48 hours after the end of the corresponding class

and should be emailed to me. If you miss this deadline, you may have an extension for another 48
hours; however, your memo will then get only 50% of the credit.

The purpose of these assignments is to help you review what has just been covered in the readings
and class discussions and organize your thoughts about it more clearly and coherently. Your
memos will comprise 20% of your overall grade.

Format: Please include your NAME, COURSE #, DATE, and “MEMO for WEEK___".

Mid-Term Exam: There will be one mid-term exam, scheduled to be held in Week 7 (May 15). It
will be open-book, and administered via Zoom, starting at 5:00 P.M. It will consist of a
combination of short answers and paragraph-long essays related to the assigned readings, my
lectures, and the other material covered during the preceding class sessions.

Final Paper: There will be a 7-to-9-page final paper due at the end of the quarter on a topic related
to the material we will have covered in class. You will choose what to research and write about. So,
it will be a good idea to keep this question in the back of your mind as we go through this course
to see which issue you decide to dedicate more time and effort to research about.

Your paper will be evaluated for the clarity of your writing as well as that of your argument.

This will be an opportunity to learn more comprehensively about a subject that you will have
found interesting and to find out/understand more about it. A short synopsis of what you intend
to write about -and how you plan to go about doing it- will be due on June 6% to be emailed to me.
Your Final Paper will be due on June 13' by midnight. Any 24 hour-segment past this deadline
will subtract five (5) points from your paper grade.

To Succeed in This Course

In order to gain from and succeed in this course, the bulk of the responsibility rests on you. I play
the role of the facilitator, but your part is primary and without fulfilling that you cannot expect to
gain fully from this course. You would need to keep up with the weekly reding assignments, pay
close attention to the video documentaries we will be watching and discussing during our



sessions, and complete and turn-in your weekly memos on time. Do your best to ask questions
and make informed comments. Use the opportunity to excel this quality in yourself.
Do all these properly and with sincerity and you should be getting the most out of this course.

Academic Integrity

It should go without saying that all written work must represent your original work. All other
intellectual content must be cited using a professionally-recognized citation style of your choice
(e.g., MLA or Chicago). Do not give in to temptation: plagiarism will not be tolerated; it will also
be counterproductive to you in the long run. Not limited to “copying” and “pasting” sources from
one document into your own, it is also considered plagiarism in cases of un-cited paraphrases
from online, unpublished, or published writings of any kind (blogs, articles, Wikipedia, other
student papers, etc.).

Grading:

Attendance and Participation.................ocoooiii 20%
Weekly Memos..........coouiiiiiiiiiii 20%
Mid-Term EXaAm . .oovnneiiiiiii e e e 30%
Final Paper ..........coooiiii 30%

The ratios indicated above are a close approximation that will be used to arrive at your final grade.
The number grade will then be translated into a letter grade as follows:

Points Letter Grade

97-100 A+
94-96 A
90-93 A-
87-89 B+
84-86 B
80-83 B-
77-79 C+
74-76 C
70-73 C-
67-69 D+
64-66 D
60-63 D-

59 and below F
Course Schedule:

Week 1 - April 03___Introduction to the Course and to One Another



What is “Islam”? What is “the Modern World”? How can these phenomena
be studied?

Videos to watch in class and discuss:

Akbar S. Ahmed on “Islam and the Modern World” (30 min):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwWTxOykhqgM

10 Books Recommended by Akbar Ahmed to Read To Understand Muslim
History (11 min.): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x12QU-8V{iU

Week 2 — April 10__ Islam, from Its Inception up to the 19 Century
A brief overview of the formation of Islam and the expansion of its empire
until its encounter with modernity and the “West”.
Readings: Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 3-98
Halliday, 100 Myths, read Myths 1-10.

Videos to watch in class and discuss:

Islam — Empire of Faith, Part 1:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I1U474AW-mdg&t=666s
Akbar S. Ahmed on “Islam and the Modern World”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwWTxOykhgM

Week 3 — April 17 ___ Muslim Intellectuals Encounter Modernity
Readings: Mandaville, Islam and Politics, Chapters 1 & 2 (pp. 1-62);
Esposito, What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam, pp. xiii-25;
Halliday, 100 Myths, read Myths 11-20.

Video to watch in class and discuss:
Islam — Empire of Faith, Part 2:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D _mg0910juQ

Week 4 — April 24___ Secular Nationalism, State Formation, and the Making of Islamism
Readings: Mandaville, Chapter 3 (pp. 64-118);
Lapidus, A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 453-468;
Esposito, What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam, pp. 25-50;
Halliday, 100 Myths, read Myths 21-30.

Videos to choose from and watch/discuss in class:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwWTxOykhqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xl2QU-8VfiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IU474AW-mdg&t=666s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dwWTxOykhqM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D_mqO910jUQ

Islam — Empire of Faith, Part 3:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggd53dbOSEQ&t=901s

Week 5 - May 01___ Avenues of Participation: The Evolution of Islamism as Political
Strategy — The Case of Egypt and Tunisia
Readings: Mandaville, pp. 121-164 (in Chapter 4);
Lapidus, Ira M., A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 512-534;
Esposito, What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam, pp. 51-71;
Halliday, 100 Myths, read Myths 31-40.

Videos to choose from and watch/discuss in class:

On Seyyed Jamal-ed Din Al-Afghani:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuxBZ3z Vyc

On Muhammad Abduh (9 min):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC5da4Qgh4l

On Rashid Ridha: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=18ggKochEzE&t=5s
Origins of the Muslim Brotherhood (17 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psxHVpZI1V44

On Hassan al-Banna and the origins of the Muslim Brotherhood:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-94R2Ufj2w&t=265s and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NMilm9kf 4

On Seyyed Qutb: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWwgXj2bl-I

& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBw8EI2t4M8

On the Arab Spring:
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/12/19/remembering-the-arab-
spring-in-films; Ten years later:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2X7SWCuSyPA &
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2wZYvGI14MU

Week 6 — May 08 The Birth of Secular Turkey; On Islamic States and “Islamization” from
Above: The Cases of Saudi Arabia and Pakistan

Readings: Mandaville, pp. 164-178, and 197-204 (in Chapter 4);
and pp. 210-254 (In Chapter 5)
Lapidus, Ira M. A History of Islamic Societies, pp. 501-511;

Videos to choose from and watch/discuss in class:

Ataturk — Father of Turks Documentary:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YPuTsfjZkg



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggd53dbOSEQ&t=901s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kuxBZ3z_Vyc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SC5da4Qgh4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8ggKochEzE&t=5s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=psxHVpZlV44
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-94R2Ufj2w&t=265s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-NMilm9kf_4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NWwgXj2bI-I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBw8EI2t4M8
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/12/19/remembering-the-arab-spring-in-films;
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2020/12/19/remembering-the-arab-spring-in-films;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2X7SWCuSyPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h2wZYvGl4MU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YPuTsfjZkg

Timeline of the July 15, 2016 coup attempt: Turkey's longest night:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Uu8DwF8HmM8

Who are the Kurds and why don't they have their own country?:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxsYpUCD4MO

A Short History of Saudi Arabia (11 min. & 12:20 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkcYAOs9W-E &
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-pHKrIxvbs

On the 1979 Seizure of the Grand Mosque (8 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6lehRHf-OI

A Short History of Pakistan (10:37 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swlTSTncx6c&t=568s &
The Creation of Modern India & Pakistan (6 min):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_FSUcZfcx0&t=38s

All about the Kashmir Conflict (5 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QgHFGx1F-5U

Week 7-May 15 __ Mid-Term Exam

Week 8 -May 22 __ Islamism in Weak and Failed States: The Cases of Lebanon
and Afghanistan; Radical Islamism: The Case of Al-Qaeda
Readings: Mandaville, Chapters 6 & 7 (pp. 281-386);
Esposito, What Everyone Needs to Know about Islam, pp. 72-94.

Videos to choose from and watch/discuss in class:

The State of Lebanon (26 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YthC hRw3g

What is Sectarianism in Lebanon (5 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDxbG6wXtqY

On the Origins of the Taliban (16 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzBVvyBWDD4&t=3s
The Return of the Taliban to Afghanistan in 2021 (3 min.):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=[jtpQO0VHViA

March 08___Due Date to Submit Your Final Paper Topic


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6Uu8DwF8Hm8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IxsYpUCD4M0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HkcYAOs9W-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A-pHKrIxvbs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U6lehRHf-OI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=swlTSTncx6c&t=568s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w_FSUcZfcx0&t=38s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6YthC_hRw3g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cDxbG6wXtqY
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzBVvyBWDD4&t=3s__;!!Mih3wA!ROOgWOlMtRFl_Tt5olsJTtE-uv4rgHrSbbl8-EzUvLWyte3_ehL37ZzyB1CRDYaLXQ$
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JjtpQ0VHViA

Week 09 —May 29___From Mobilization to Revolution: Understanding the “Islamic”
of the 1979 Iranian Revolution
Readings: Mandaville, in Chapter 5 (pp. 254- up to 265)
The Turban for the Crown, Said Amir Arjomand, pp 91-174 (to be posted on
Canvas);
Halliday, 100 Myths, read Myths 46-50.

Videos to choose from and watch/discuss in class:

Iran's Revolution, A Crash Course:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8w4Ku617OFEI
Blowback: The 1979 Revolution and the 1953 Coup:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyHpVZoMIbc

What Had Happened between Iran and the US:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BPrT]0iuOE

The 1979 Revolution_Part 1:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S]zuR{3Pyjk

The 1979 Revolution_Part 2:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtdMFE3gGA A &t=120s

Week 10 — June 05__ Topic TBD

week 11 __Final Paper Due by Friday, June 13% (by 11:50 Pm)


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8w4Ku6l7OEI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wyHpVZoMIbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BPrTJ0iuOE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SJzuRf3Pyjk
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=EtdMFE3gGAA&t=120s__;!!Mih3wA!QJPfyWaUKEBDizC0FN-wTb-QocpGuD831oR7TpzA08wp5Hesv0S3-Q0wZqGawMdpVw$

Recommended Readings Related to this Course (A Partial List)

Ahmed, Shahab. What is Islam: The Importance of Being Islamic. Princeton University Press,
2018.

al-Azmeh, Aziz. Islams and Modernities. London, 1993.
Armstrong, Karen. Islam: A Short History. Modern Library; Revised, Updated edition. 2002.

Axworthy, Michael. Revolutionary Iran: A History of the Islamic Republic. Oxford University
Press, 2013

Aydin, Cemil. The Idea of the Muslim World: A Global Intellectual History. Harvard University
Press. 2017

Badran, Margot. Feminists, Islam and Nation: Gender and the Making of Modern Egypt.
Princeton, 1995.

Bayat, Asef. Making Islam Democratic: Social Movements and the Post-Islamist Turn. Stanford
University Press, 2007.

Burgat, Francois. Face to Face with Political Islam. 1. B. Tauris, 2003.

Esposito, John and John Donohue: Islam in Transition: Muslim Perspectives. Oxford University
Press, 2007.

Euben Roxanne L and Muhammad Qasim Zaman, Princeton Readings in Islamist Thought: Texts
and Contexts from al Banna to Bin Laden. Princeton University Press, 2009.

Gerges, Fawaz. The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global. Cambridge University Press, 2009.

Hafez, Mohammad M. Why Muslims Rebel: Repression and Resistance in the Islamic World.
Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2004.

Halliday, Fred. 100 Myths about the Middle East. Saqi Books, 2013.
Halm, Heinz. Shia Islam: From Religion to Revolution. Markus Wiener Publishers, 1997.

Hourani, Albert. Arabic Thought in the Liberal Age, 1798-1939. Cambridge University Press,
1983.

Hroub, Khaled. Hamas: Political Thought and Practice. Washington, D.C., 2000.
Keddie, N.R. An Islamic Response to Imperialism. University of California Press, 1983.

Kendhammer, Brandon. Muslims Talking Politics: Framing Islam, Democracy, and Law in
Northern Nigeria. University of Chicago Press, 2016.



Kepel, Gilles. Jihad: The Trail of Political Islam. London, 2002. - , Terror in France: The Rise of
Jihad in the West. Princeton University Press, 2017.

Lacroix, Stephane. Awakening Islam: The Politics of Religious Dissent in Contemporary Saudi
Arabia. Harvard University Press, 2011.

Mamadani, Mahmood. Good Muslim, Bad Muslim: America, the Cold War, and the Roots of
Terror. Three Leaves Press, 2005.

Mishal, Shaul, and Avraham Sela. The Palestinian Hamas: Vision, Violence and Co-Existence.
New York, 2000.

Mitchell, Richard. The Society of Muslim Brothers. Oxford, 1969.

Mitchell, Timothy. Carbon Democracy: Political Power in the Age of Oil Verso, 2013.
Mottahedeh, Roy. The Mantle of the Prophet: Religion and Politics in Iran. New York, 1985.
Norton, Augustus Richard. Hezbollah A Short History. Princeton University Press, 2018
Rinaldo, Rachel. Mobilizing Piety: Islam and Feminism in Indonesia. Oxford University Press,
f{(z)tz.fsky Wickham, Carrie. The Muslim Brotherhood: Evolution of an Islamist Movement -

Updated Edition. Princeton University Press, 2015.

Wiktorowicz, Quintan. Islamic Activism: A Social Movement Theory Approach. Indiana University
Press, 2003.

Wiktorowicz, Quintan. The Management of Islamic Activism. SUNY Press, 2001.
Wolf, Anne. Political Islam in Tunisia: The History of Ennahda. Oxford University Press, 2017.

Bennis, Phyllis, 2018. Understanding the Palestinian-Israeli Conflict: A Primer (7™ ed.)
Northampton, MA: Olive Branch Press.

10



