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Sociology 169




    Professor Gershon Shafir

Winter 2025





    Office: 494 SSB
Class: MWF 1:00-2:00pm – Mandeville B 104  
    Office Hours: W 3:00-5:00pm
DEBATING CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS
After familiarizing ourselves with the origins of citizenship in Antiquity and the Middle Ages, we will examine the liberal perspective on the construction of the modern citizen and the good society and its alternatives in the communitarian, social-democratic, nationalist, feminist, and multiculturalist perspectives, and explore different paths for the integration of immigrants into host societies. 
There will be two types of assignments: (a) A brief, one-sentence response to the question: ‘What is the thesis of this article?’ for each of the readings; and (b) presentation in a moot court or its equivalent (e.g. hearing of a congressional subcommittee, an equal rights commission, a board of education, or a TV talk show) which will explore the application of the theories we study in practice. Each of you will select a court case from the list provided in this syllabus, work on it as a group during the quarter, and present the case in class. I will provide guidance to each group in preparing for their moot group presentation. The finalized moot court protocol will be submitted in a folder at the end of the quarter.
Requirements: the grade will be based on weekly thesis statements (25%), preparation for and presentation in the moot court (50%), and attendance & participation (25%).

Required text: 
Gershon Shafir, editor, The Citizenship Debates, Minneapolis, University of Minnesota Press, 1998.

January 6: Introduction 
January 8, 10 & 13: Classical Citizenship 

J.G.A. Pocock, "The Ideal of Citizenship since Classical Times," Queen's Quarterly, Vol.99, No.1, Spring 1992, pp.35-55, in Shafir, pp.31-41.

Max Weber, "Citizenship in Ancient and Medieval Cities," in his General Economic History, Rutgers UP, in Shafir, pp.43-49.

January 15, 17 & 22, 24 Liberal Citizenship 
Peter H. Schuck, “Liberal Citizenship,” in Isin, Engin H. & Bryan S Turner eds., Handbook of Citizenship Studies, London, Sage, pp.131-144. 
John Rawls, “Justice as Fairness in the Liberal Polity,” in Philosophy and Public

Affairs, No.14, in Shafir, pp.53-72.

January 20: MLK Holiday
January 27: Citizenship and Communal Identity
Adrian Oldfield, Citizenship and Community: Civic Republicanism and the Modern World, London, Routledge, 1990 in Shafir, pp.75-89.

January 29, 31 & February 3: Social Citizenship 
T.H. Marshall, "Citizenship and Social Class," in his Class, Citizenship, and Social Development, 1949 in Shafir, pp. 93-111.

Nancy Fraser & Linda Gordon, "Contract Versus Charity: Why Is There No Social Citizenship in the United States?" Socialist Review, 92/2 Vol.22, No.3, pp.45-67, in Shafir, pp. 113-127.

February 5: Nationalism and Citizenship    

Rogers Brubaker, "Immigration, Citizenship, and the Nation-State in France and Germany: A Comparative Historical Analysis," International Sociology, Vol.5, No.4, December 1990, in Shafir, pp.131-164.

February 7 & 10: Multiculturalism and Group Rights
Will Kymlicka, "Multicultural Citizenship and Minority Rights" in his Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights: A Liberal Theory of Minority Right, Oxford, Oxford University Press, 1995, in Shafir, pp.167-188.

February 12 & 14: Immigration, Personhood, and Citizenship
Yasmin Soysal, "Limits of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in Europe," in her Limits of Citizenship: Migrants and Postnational Membership in Europe, Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1994 in Shafir, pp .189-217.
February 17: Presidents’ Day Holiday 
February 19 & 21: Women’s Rights
Ruth Lister, “Sexual Citizenship,” in Isin, Engin H. & Bryan S Turner eds., Handbook of Citizenship Studies, London, Sage, pp.191-207. 

February 24 & 26: Differentiated Rights
Iris M. Young, "Polity and Group Difference: A Critique of the Ideal of Universal Citizenship," Ethics, Vol.99, No.2, 1989, in Shafir, pp.263-290. 

February 28: First Moot Court: 
Should Health Insurance be a Right or a Privilege?

March 3, 5 & 7: From Citizenship to Human Rights

Gershon Shafir, “Citizenship and Human Rights in an Era of Globalization,” in Alison Brysk & Gershon Shafir, People Out of Place: Globalization, Human Rights, and the Citizenship Gap, N.Y., Routledge, 2004, pp. 11-25.

Alison Brysk & Gershon Shafir, “Conclusion: Globalizing Citizenship?” in Alison Brysk & Gershon Shafir, People Out of Place: Globalization, Human Rights, and the Citizenship Gap, N.Y., Routledge, 2004, pp. 209-215.

March 10: Second Moot Court: 
Is Homelessness a Crime?
March 12: Multiple and Global Citizenships 

Michael Walzer, "The Idea of Civil Society," in Dissent, Spring 1991, in Shafir, pp. 291-308. 
May 14: Third Moot Court: 
Should Elections be Financed by Private Donations or by the Public?
